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today and extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Elizabeth A. Demir. Though her
departure marks the end of her tenure as
chair of the Parenting Support Programs, |
have little doubt that Ms. Demir will continue
to make a difference in our community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 20, 2005

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to state that it was my intention to vote
against the objection raised against the elec-
toral vote count in Ohio. Unfortunately, due to
the timing of the vote, the short notice of the
vote, and various weather related issues, |
was unable to fly back to Washington, DC in
time to cast my vote in the afternoon of Janu-
ary 6th. | am however, hand-delivering this
message to the Clerk of the House in Wash-
ington, DC, today January 7th, in order to
make my voice heard and to explain my ab-
sence. | wholeheartedly support the election
results of 2004 and do not believe that this ob-
jection was the right course of action. Con-
gress has repeatedly looked at the issue of
election practices and fairness and has taken
action where it sees fit; most recently with the
Help America Vote Act. We will continue to
look at these issues from the 2004 election
and take necessary steps to ensure that our
election process is a free, fair, and open one.
| regret the fact that | was unable to cast my
official vote, but it is my hope that these words
will convey my strong beliefs on this issue and
that by hand-delivering this message, my in-
tent to personally partake in this debate will be
reflected.

TRIBUTE TO BARNEY KARBANK

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 20, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, the Kansas City metropolitan area
lost one of its leading entrepreneurs and sup-
porters of community development with the
death of Barney Karbank. And | lost a friend.
One of Kansas City’s premier industrial devel-
opers, he helped assemble the ground for the
Truman Sports Complex and developed more
than 100 Kansas City area properties, mostly
warehouses and production plants that he
rented to other companies.

As a 2000 Kansas City Star profile of Bar-
ney Karbank noted: “For five decades,
Karbank has survived the booms and busts of
real estate with a simple strategy: build and
hold. Karbank occasionally buys a building,
rarely sells and never refinances a property
once it's paid off. He has never lost a parcel
to foreclosure, he said, nor has he sold one to
avoid a creditor’'s noose. . . . ‘He’s at the top
of the industrial real estate market heap in
Kansas City’, said Roger Cohen, a former
Karbank partner who now heads his own
firm.”
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A dedicated participant in the civic life of our
community, Barney Karbank was always ac-
tive in local charitable, religious and service
organizations. But most important to him were
the relationships he developed throughout the
community in his business activities: as the
Star quoted him in 2000: “‘Instead of lending
people dollars, we’re lending bricks and mor-
tar,” Karbank said. While other developers bor-
row money against properties, Karbank has
used his leverage to build relationships with
tenants. ‘We’re not merchant builders,
Karbank said. ‘If you're going to come to the
dance with us, you’re going to leave the dance
with us.””

Mr. Speaker, | join with all of Kansas City in
mourning the passing of this giant among our
community who literally changed its skyline. |
was privileged to call him my friend and sup-
porter, and our family shares the sense of loss
that | know his family now feels. | am placing
into the RECORD a profile of Barney Karbank
carried by the Kansas City Star in recognition
of his death.

[From the Kansas City Star, Jan. 18, 2005]

BARNEY KARBANK DIES AT 80—LEADING DE-
VELOPER LEFT HIS MARK ON KC REAL Es-
TATE

(By Dan Margolies)

Barney Karbank, one of Kansas City’s pre-
mier industrial and commercial developers,
died Sunday after a long illness. He was 80.

Karbank, chairman of B.A. Karbank & Co.,
developed more than 100 properties in the
area, mostly warehouses and production
plants he rented to other companies.

“It’s a real changing of the guard,” said
Olen Monsees, president of B.A. Karbank.
‘‘He was just such a legend in this business.
The world will go on, but we’ll miss him.”’

The son of a fish-market operator,
Karbank walked with a cane all his life fol-
lowing a childhood bout with polio. He start-
ed out as an unpaid clerk for James B. Welsh
Realty in 1946 before joining Charles F.
Curry Co. the following year. Deciding that
pushing brooms, running errands and selling
houses wasn’t for him, he began B.A.
Karbank & Co. as a real estate brokerage
firm in 1950 at the age of 26.

He constructed his first building, at 2615
Holmes St., for Borg-Warner Corp. after pay-
ing a cold call on Borg-Warner. More than
five decades later, his company controls
more than 5 million square feet of industrial
and commercial space in the metropolitan
area, as well as buildings in other cities.

Settling for a build-and-hold strategy,
Karbank described his business in a 2000
interview with The Star as lending people
bricks and mortar instead of money.

Karbank rarely sold the projects he devel-
oped, focusing instead on ownership. Among
his major projects in Kansas City and else-
where were buildings for dozens of compa-
nies, including General Electric Co., Sunkist
Growers Inc., the U.S. Postal Service, South-
western Bell, Chevron Chemical Co., Wes-
tinghouse Electric Co., Whirlpool Corp. and
General Motors Corp.

‘‘He took great pride in never defaulting on
a loan, never giving property back to a lend-
er, never putting a project in bankruptcy,
never asking for a loan workout and never
refinancing a property,’” said his son, Steven
Karbank, president of Karbank Development
Co., the operation’s development arm.

Barney Karbank left his mark on almost
every major industrial park in the area. He
also assembled a major portion of the land
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for the Truman Sports Complex and under-
took land assemblages for other clients, in-
cluding sites for the area’s first cellular
phone system.

A Kansas City native, he attended Paseo
High School and Kansas City Junior College.
Outspoken in his views, he resigned in 1969
from the City Plan Commission after criti-
cizing it for doing ‘‘practically no planning
as such.” For years, he inveighed against
Missouri’s redevelopment laws, which he said
gave private developers too much power to
subvert public purposes.

““The survival of the city is in direct pro-
portion to its ability to rebuild itself,” he
told The Star in a 1969 interview. ‘“Everyone
is for new development and new buildings
and growth. But in what way should it
come?”’

Barney Karbank served on the boards of
numerous business and professional organi-
zations, including First Federal Bank, Mer-
cantile Bank and La Petite Academy Inc. He
was treasurer for the Committee for County
Progress in the 1960s and a member of both
the City Plan Commission and the Jackson
County Board of Zoning Adjustment.

He was a director of many civic and chari-
table organizations, including the Jewish
Federation of Greater Kansas City, the Jew-
ish Community Foundation, Congregation
Beth Shalom and Menorah Medical Center.

Barney Karbank is survived by his wife of
55 years, Rose Karbank; their four children,
Marcia Karbank, Diane Davidner, Neil
Karbank and Steven Karbank, and their
spouses; his brother Joe Karbank; 15 grand-
children; and four great-grandchildren.

———

FREEDOM FOR ALFREDO RODOLFO
DOMINGUEZ BATISTA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 20, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Alfredo
Rodolfo Dominguez Batista, a political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Dominguez Batista is a member of the
Christian Liberation Movement and a peaceful
pro-democracy activist attempting to liberate
the people of Cuba. Because of his actions to
bring freedom and democracy to Cuba, Mr.
Dominguez Batista was targeted by the ty-
rant’s machinery of repression. In March 2003,
as part of the despicable crackdown on
peaceful pro-democracy activists, he was ar-
rested. In a sham trial, Mr. Dominguez Batista
was sentenced to 14 years in the totalitarian
gulag.

Despite the depraved conditions and the
threat of confinement in punishment cells, de-
scribed by the U.S. Department of State as
“semi-dark all the time, had no water available
in the cell, and had a hole for a toilet,” Mr.
Dominguez Batista has continued to fight for
basic human rights. According to Amnesty
International, he has bravely participated in
multiple hunger strikes to protest the abhorrent
conditions in the gulag and the depraved treat-
ment of fellow political prisoners.

Today, January 20, 2005, marks another
milestone in the peaceful continuation of rep-
resentative democracy in the United States of
America. President George W. Bush was
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elected in free and fair elections that were
conducted with transparency and guided by
the rule of law. On a day that celebrates the
freedoms enshrined in our national documents
and imbedded in the national character of the
United States, we should never forget those
brave men and women, like Mr. Dominguez
Batista, who languish in hellish gulags be-
cause they believe in the same freedoms that
we celebrate today.

Mr. Speaker, on this day of commemoration,
let us not forget those who yearn to celebrate
political and human rights in their own coun-
tries. My Colleagues, we must demand the im-
mediate release of Alfredo Rodolfo Dominguez
Batista and every prisoner of conscience lan-
guishing in the dungeons of tyrants.

——————

THE HON. ROSA L. DELAURO OF
CONNECTICUT HONORS LOUISE
AMATO ON THE OCCASION OF
HER RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 20, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join family,
friends, and colleagues in congratulating Lou-
ise Amato as she celebrates her retirement
after twenty-six dedicated years at Area Coop-
erative Educational Services (ACES). For me,
Louise is more than just a dear friend—she is
my cousin. | am honored to have this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to all of the good work she
has done throughout her professional career.

Education is the cornerstone of success and
the most critical link between our young peo-
ple and their futures. Throughout our country,
we look to our towns and cities to provide
these invaluable skills to our children. ACES is
one of six educational service centers that
were formed under Connecticut State Statute
in 1970. A result of recognizing that school
districts must work together to meet the ever
changing needs of local education systems,
these centers provide an environment where
quality programs can be planned, developed
and implemented—giving our young people
access to the best educational opportunities
possible.

The real success behind ACES can be at-
tributed to the unparalleled dedication and
commitment of its administration and its staff.
| have often spoke of our nation’s need for tal-
ented, creative educators ready to help our
children learn and grow. In her twenty-six
years with ACES, Louise has been just that
kind of teacher. She has spent her career
working with special needs students to de-
velop the life skills they would need to live and
work in the community. She went even further,
helping graduating seniors to develop plans
for their future after high school, helping oth-
ers with job placement, bringing students to
visit job and community sites, and even taking
some to visit colleges.

Louise was always looking for different ways
to get her students excited about their futures.
She has taken her students to New York City
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and one of my fondest memories of my con-
gressional career was when she brought a
group of seniors to Washington, DC, where |
had the opportunity to meet with them. Her
unique approach to helping these young peo-
ple develop important skills made a real dif-
ference in their lives because she opened the
doors of opportunity to them. Louise gave a
very special gift to all her students—the prom-
ise of a meaningful and productive future.

Through her generosity and kindness, Lou-
ise has touched the lives of all who know
her—though none know more so than her stu-
dents. In recognition of her many years of out-
standing service, | am proud to stand today to
join her husband, Gabe; her children, Cheryl,
Laurie, and Mark; family, friends, and col-
leagues in congratulating Louise Amato on the
occasion of her retirement. Our thanks and
appreciation will never match the gifts of
friendship and inspiration she has given to all
of those who have had the opportunity to
know her.

————
TRIBUTE TO JOE TILGHMAN, RE-
TIRING REGIONAL ADMINIS-

TRATOR FOR THE KANSAS CITY
OFFICE OF THE CENTERS FOR
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERV-
ICES

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 20, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, Joe
Tilghman has served the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) in a senior field
leadership position in a career spanning nearly
the entire period of enactment of the Medicare
and Medicaid programs. Mr. Tilghman is retir-
ing on January 3, 2005, after 37 years of dis-
tinguished federal service and | welcome this
opportunity to publicly pay tribute to this out-
standing public servant.

Joe Tilghman assumed leadership of CMS’
Kansas City Regional Office in 1994 following
nearly fifteen years as the Deputy Regional
Administrator. As Regional Administrator, he
has been responsible for the federal adminis-
tration of the Medicare and Medicaid programs
to approximately 4 million beneficiaries resid-
ing in lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.
Prior to joining CMS (then the Health Care Fi-
nancing Administration) in 1978 he worked in
Social and Rehabilitative Services and the Bu-
reau of Health Insurance.

During Mr. Tilghman’s tenure as Regional
Administrator he led many CMS efforts that
impacted the lives of Medicare and Medicaid
beneficiaries nationwide. Of particular note,
Mr. Tilghman:

Led CMS’ Flu 2000 Campaign from 1993 to
1999. He brought together a coalition including
CMS, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and the National Coalition for
Adult Immunization. This coalition was de-
voted to reaching the Healthy People 2000
adult immunization goals. During his leader-
ship, influenza immunization of persons age
65 and over increased from 50.4% to 65.5%
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and met the Healthy People 2000 goal of 60%
three years early in 1997.

Led CMS’ Screening Mammography Cam-
paign from 1999 to the present, exceeding
Government Performance and Results Act
(GPRA) targets in each of these years.

Established the CMS field National Medi-
care Education Program (NMEP) operation,
providing the inspiration and garnering finan-
cial and human resources support for all re-
gional offices to develop creative education
and outreach programs. As a result of his
work, effective community coalitions and part-
nerships among the aging network are in
place in all states.

Enforced the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) insurance pro-
visions nationally in all states that are not in
substantial compliance.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to have this op-
portunity to publicly commend this selfless and
dedicated public servant on the occasion of
his retirement. Joe Tilghman embodies the
work done so well by millions of American
public servants on behalf of our nation on a
daily basis, with little hope of public apprecia-
tion or appropriate tangible reward. On behalf
of the people of Kansas’ Third District, | thank
Joe Tilghman for his lifetime of public service
and wish him well on his well-earned retire-
ment.

EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYM-
PATHIES TO FAMILY AND
FRIENDS OF WILLIAM SMITH
CLOUD

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 20, 2005

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to extend my deepest sympathies
to the family and friends of William Smith
Cloud, a constituent and trusted personal
friend who passed away January 16, 2005, at
the age of 82.

A Galena Park resident since the age of 8,
Bill was a positive force in his community for
all of his long life. He was a football player for
the Fighting Yellow Jackets before his gradua-
tion from Galena Park High School in 1941.
He then served his country in World War Il in
the Pacific theater of operations, as a United
States Air Force B-29 Bomber turret gunner.

After the war he went to work as a pipefitter,
eventually receiving his 50-year commemora-
tive watch from Local 211. He also contributed
to the Galena Park community by serving as
Co-Captain for the Galena Park Volunteer Fire
Department, and as a Commander of the Ga-
lena Park American Legion.

As important as these contributions are,
none is more important than Bill's devotion to
his family, as his wife of 58 years, Robbie
Craddock Cloud, and his children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren can attest.

His loss will be felt greatly by all of Galena
Park, and all those who knew him, and | ask
that you remember the Cloud family in your
thoughts and prayers.
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